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THE VICE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF INDONESIA 
In the name of God the most merciful and most righteous,
May peace be with you,
First of all, allow me to welcome all AIPA delegates to Lombok, the Province of West Nusa Tenggara. Lombok Island is famous for its unique beautiful nature. I hope you can enjoy the scene in between your sessions. 

It is an honor for me to be present and deliver remarks for the Opening of AIPA’s 33rd General Assembly today.    

ASEAN is currently at a crucial moment because we are expected to realize the ASEAN community in two years by 2015. The remaining time for making it come true is very limited. I am certain that we as stakeholders in ASEAN, including AIPA share the same intention that is to give our best contribution to achieve our mutual objective. 

ASEAN also follows the economic, political and security upheaval that happen in many areas of the world with strong compassion. 

We are very thankful that our region is relatively serene and secure up to this particular point. The situations that happened at the global level should have strengthened our commitment to create a harmonious, peaceful and prosperous ASEAN. 

 

“The ASEAN way” to solve problems is a very important determinant in such situation. The culture of sharing experiences and cooperating among countries of ASEAN is our strength. 

I appreciate how AIPA in this General Assembly also includes in its agenda important issues for ASEAN’s three pillars, which are politics-security, economy, and social-culture. 

The Honorable,

Distinguished Delegates,

Ladies and Gentlemen;
In this opportunity, allow me also to highlight AIPA’s special role in our effort to achieve ASEAN’s mutual vision. AIPA as the association of inter-parliament of ASEAN state members has at least two important characteristics. Firstly, it is an association of people’s representatives in ASEAN and secondly, AIPA is an association of lawmakers who have the task to compose law. 

 

As an association of people’s representatives, AIPA can play its role as the front guard to help strengthen and assert ASEAN’s position, not only association of state officials and leaders, but also association of people (people to people). 

 

The representatives of the people disseminate ideas, visions, and progress of ASEAN to their constituents hence ASEAN will become a more cohesive people’s association. Therefore the ASEAN integration will be more solid and stronger. 

As an association of lawmakers, AIPA members could exchange information and view on their experiences in lawmaking process and the result of lawmaking of various laws in regards to the benefits of their people. Parliaments in the ASEAN region may not have to see how their counterparts work in Europe and America, but they can learn from each other because they share more similarities in terms of culture, local condition and tradition. 

As an association of lawmakers and representatives of people, AIPA could also exchange experience and help each other in strengthening the quality of democracy in each country. 

The Honorable, 

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
Parliaments in the ASEAN region, through their lawmaking and monitoring function also have important role in conflict resolutions between parliamentary members or between ASEAN state members or even with their counterparts outside ASEAN region. This role could be well implemented by supporting and endorsing each government to always promote dialogue and peaceful means in resolving conflicts according to the principles stated in the ASEAN charter. 

Furthermore, economic cooperation is also established with other non-ASEAN countries such as Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), which was initiated in the previous ASEAN summit and will be legalized in the upcoming ASEAN Summit in November. Not only that this is a progressive idea that combines preceding various Free Trade Agreements but this also gives opportunity to ASEAN state members to adapt themselves according to their capacity and economic growth. 

The Parliament members of AIPA could also help in accelerating the implementation of Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership through lawmaking process in each country. 

The Honorable, 

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
AIPA’s support in encouraging ASEAN to maintain the security of this region, which is one of the world’s most important maritime lines, is also very important. 

There are other specific issues in our region that deserve our attention. Gap of economic growth among ASEAN state members, human rights issues, human trafficking, migrant workers, terrorism and poverty are other challenges that ASEAN face. It is hoped that parliaments members of AIPA support the solutions of those problems. 

I also noted that AIPA has been giving its serious attention and support for the last couple of years to the effort of making Drug Free ASEAN in 2015. I hope AIPA could realize the agreed commitment as has been stated in the AIPA’s resolutions Fact Finding Committee to Combat the Drug Menace, which were resulted in the previous July meeting in Yogyakarta. 

Meanwhile, ASEAN has also decided to actively involve in finding solutions and play its central role in building this region’s architecture. ASEAN, through Bali Concord III and the actions plan has agreed to amplify its global role. ASEAN has the strong intention to be part of the efforts in finding solutions of regional and global problems. 

I would also like to address my appreciation to the steps that AIPA has taken especially in Indonesia’s precedent in developing cooperation with Pan African Parliament. The presence of nine observing parliaments in the General Assembly is an evidence of AIPA’s amplified position at the regional and global level. 

The Honorable,

Distinguished Delegates,
Ladies and Gentlemen:
The key to our success in achieving our mutual vision of ASEAN is synergy between all components in ASEAN. We hope ASEAN and AIPA’s relationship and cooperation will continue to grow as reflected in the annual meeting between the Speakers of AIPA’s parliaments and ASEAN leaders during ASEAN Summit. 

We are also very honored for the presence of the Honorable Prime Minister of the Cambodia Samdech Hun Sen as the Chairman of ASEAN, which reflects ASEAN’s strong commitment to have effective cooperation and synergy between ASEAN and AIPA. 

I also hope that the results achieved in the AIPA could be conveyed regularly to the Chairman and leaders of ASEAN to ensure that the results receive the attention of all ASEAN’s stakeholders. 

 

The results and breakthrough achieved in the Indonesia’s presidency period of 2011/2012 will be developed and continued by the next AIPA President. 

In this opportunity allow me also to congratulate Brunei Darussalam that will receive presidency of AIPA for 2012/2013. I do believe that AIPA will continue to play its role in supporting all of ASEAN’s people’s aspiration, which is in line with the objectives and visions set out in the ASEAN charter and ASEAN Community Blue Print. 

Finally by saying BISMILLAHIRRAHMAANIRRAHIIM allow me to declare that the AIPA’s 33rd General Assembly is officially opened. May you have a successful Assembly. 

Thank you,

May peace be with you 
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